
     

       

                                                             

     

       

                 
 

A LETTER FROM  Leadership
“The obligation of each generation is to attend to

the creativity inherent in the moment.  There is no

central question one can ask as than ‘What time is it?

What time is it in the human story?’ No amount of

questioning can remove the mystery of the future;

the future will always remain hidden.”

                                Thomas Berry

In reading this quote of Thomas Berry, I am reminded that the future is always one step ahead of us, and all we do to plan for the 
future comes from the reality of the present moment.  During this last year, we have been planning for the future for our sisters.  
Our work on building an assisted/supportive convent for those sisters in need of care, the modular homes for sisters who can live 
independently and an administration center for the congregation seems to have crept along as we delved into the complexities of 
zoning issues and the needed approvals in regard to water, drainage, sidewalks and roads.  Despite all that is involved in these ne-
cessities, the future continues to take shape as we plan for our new home on the hill.

At a meeting with our architects in January, the Building Committee (Srs. Pauline Chirchirillo, Lorraine Dougherty, Patricia 
Geoghegan, Joan Marie O’Neill, Mary O’Neill, and Gloria Perez) worked with the Leadership Council, Mr. Hank Leyen and Mr. 
John Cerullo to create schematic drawings based on the use for the different spaces.  Within weeks the layouts were before the 
Council and the Building Committee.  There were enough details in these drawings to address the floor plans, plumbing, and site 
elements that could be potential problems.  Over the course of the next few months we studied the drawings, assessed room and 
closet size, look at window views and walkways, and changed rooms from one location to another.  The feedback from everyone 
involved enabled the architect to make the necessary modifications to the architectural drawings. 

Within the next few months, we will have all the necessary preconstruction activities completed so that we can go before the 
Town of New Windsor before summer ends for the needed approvals.

The Sisters of the Presentation have reason to give thanks to God for the many gifts given us and for the mystery of the future that 
the Spirit continues to reveal to us.

Peace,

Sr. Catherine Cleary, PBVM
President 

An Update on the Mount St. Joseph Property

“Kindle the Flame”
 Annual Fund Update

  “Kindle the Flame” is a pledge 
program.  Pledges may be paid 
with a down payment and nine 
additional monthly payments, or 
with three quarterly payments.

Many of our friends find that 
pledging enables them to give 
more generously in balance with 
other important economic respon-
sibilities.  The campaign comes to 
a close in December 2007.

The 2008 Kindle the Flame An-
nual Fund will focus on our capi-
tal compaign for the new 
buildings on Mount Saint Joseph

It’s not too late to help us reach our 
goal of $200,000!!!

Goal:  $200,000

$10,000

$25,000

$72,000

$100,000

$150,000

$175,000

Current Level

Donate your Car, Truck or    
Motorcycle...

Receive a tax credit and free reliable pick-up!
Help those who help others! Sisters still active in area ministries, many who 
have retired, and those being cared for in our nursing facility!

We use a nationally recognized organization that works with many charities 
around the country.

At the time of the donation, you will receive a receipt in the amount of $500
for tax purposes – if the vehicle should sell for more – you will then receive a 
revised receipt within 30 days.  The cars do not have to be running to be 
donated – but there are some restrictions. The Car Program will inform you if 
your vehicle cannot be donated.

Donations are picked up within 3-4 days of the receipt of the call.  Donated 
vehicles, boats, trucks, etc. are either sold at auction or sold directly to a 
salvage yard.

You can donate by either calling the Development Department at
845-567-0204 between the hours of 8:30am-4:30pm EST

if no one is available to take your call, please leave a message and we
will return your call as soon as possible.

You can also call 845-542-2636 during the weekends and Patti McCallion
will be happy to take your information.

TThhaannkk yyoouu!!

property. All money raised will       
assist in making this capital venture 
possible. Your continued support is 
crucial to the future of the sisters 
and I encourage you to join us in 
this exciting next step for the con-
gregation.
 
We will be sharing updates on the 
annual fund, as well as the progress 
of the construction on the property 
with you through future newsletters, 
our website and mailings. 

Any questions about pledging can 
be addressed to the development 
office at:  845-567-0204

 Did you know...
From August 2006 until December 31, 2007, there 

is an extra opportunity for you to gift your favorite 

charity up to $100,000 from your IRA without pay-

ing taxes on the gift.  The IRA rollover provision 

allows otherwise taxable distributions to be given 

from a traditional individual retirement account.  

This legislation offers a welcome incentive to do-

nors who want to use the money in their IRA to 

make a charitable donation with no new income to 

report or taxes to pay.

There are still five months to consider a gift from 

your IRA to support the Presentation Sisters’ minis-

tries.  Contact your financial advisor or call the 

Development Department at 845-567-0204.


