
SOAR! will hold a Gala Dinner on Wednesday, September 21 from 6:00pm-10:00pm
 at the New York Athletic Club in New York City. The dinner raises funds to support aging

men and women religious across the United States.

We are proud that one of the four award recipients that evening will be Sr. Mary O’Neill, PBVM

We hope you will consider supporting this Gala and wonderful organization:
tickets to dinner, advertisements in gala journal, sponsoring a religious Brother or

Sister to attend the dinner, or donations can be made online at:
http://soar-usa.org/event/2016-new-york-city-awards-dinner/

For more information, please contact Sister Kate Clancy
at 202-529-7627 or kclancy@soar-usa.org.

Thank you!

Sister Mary O’Neill, PBVM grew up in Long Island and entered the Congregation
of the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1950. After
studying at Manhattan College and Fordham University, she earned a degree
in education in 1960.

As a teacher, Sister Mary primarily worked with junior high school students in the
Archdiocese of New York. In the classroom, she dedicated herself to bringing to
life the words of the congregation’s mission to promote “hope, justice, freedom
and human dignity” and inspired her students in whatever way they could to help
the poor.

In 1983, she began working for Catholic Charities in Ulster County, NY, where she oversaw an outreach program
for the elderly and homebound, coordinated parish services for the homebound and studied for a certificate in hos-
pital chaplaincy and hospice work. From 1983 to 2002, Sister Mary also sat on the board of directors for Reaping
the Harvest in Marlboro, NY, which provides assistance to migrant farmworkers.

In 2003, at an age when most people are long retired, she began her third career, helping the disadvantaged at the
Newburgh Ministry. Five women religious started the ministry in 1983 in response to the needs they saw in
Newburgh’s streets. Sister Mary’s work at Newburgh Ministry includes advocacy, informal case management and
referral to rehabilitation services.


